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NORTH  REFORMED  DUTCH  CHURCH, 

N EW ARK,  N.  J. 


DESCRIPTION. 

The  church  is  built  of  Newark  and  Belleville  brown  stone  (the  in- 
terior columns  being  of  the  same),  in  the  style  known  as  the  2d  period 
of  the  Gothic.  It  covers  an  area  of  66x154  feet  outside  of  buttresses. 
The  tower  in  the  centre  of  the  front  is  20  feet  square,  supported  by 
angular  buttresses,  and  will  be,  when  the  contemplated  stone  spire  is 
finished,  at  least  156  feet  high.  The  roof  is  open-framed  with  clere- 
story, nave  (55  feet  high)  and  side  aisles.  There  are  galleries  in  the 
sides,  an  organ  loft  and  choir  gallery  in  the  front.  In  the  rear  is  an 
octagonal  apsis  for  the  pulpit.  Behind  the  church  is  the  chapel,  con- 
taining the  vestry,  lecture  room  and  Sabbath  school  rooms.  The  audi- 
torium is  76x57,  and  will  seat  1,000  persons.  The  chapel  is  57x24 
feet,  which  contains  the  lecture  room  in  the  first  and  the  Sabbath  school 
room  in  the  second  story.  The  Bible  class  and  infant  school  rooms,  one 
above,  the  other  below,  in  a semi-octagon  in  the  rear  of  the  chapel,  are 
each  22x20.  Win.  H.  Kirk,  architect. 


TENTH  ANNIVERSARY 


OF  THE 


NORTH  REFORMED  DUTCH  CHURCH, 


NEWARK,  N.  J. 

JZ>yt  c>  £ • /jArA 


NEWARK,  N.  J.  : 

PRINTED  AT  THE  DAILY  ADVERTISER  OFFICE. 


1 8 6 7. 


' 


' 


, 

- 


* 


The  congregation  of  the  North  Eeformed  Dutch  Church  of 
Newark,  N.  J.,  assembled,  at  the  call  of  the  Consistory,  in  their 
Church,  December  30, 1866,  to  celebrate  the  Tenth  Anniversary 
of  their  organization.  The  First  and  Second  Eeformed  Dutch 
Churches  courteously  responded  to  an  invitation  to  be  present 
and  united  in  the  observance.  The  preliminary  devotional 
exercises  were  conducted  by  the  pastor,  Eev.  Charles  E.  Hart 
and  Eev.  M.  B.  Eiddle,  pastor  of  the  Second  Eeformed  Dutch 
Church. 


INTEODUCTOEY  ADDEESS. 


rtf 

Eev.  Charles  E.  Hart,  the  pastor,  in  introducing  the 
exercises,  said : 

It  is  just  ten  years,  this  month,  since  the  organization  of 
this,  the  North  Eeformed  Dutch  Church  of  Newark.  It  seems 
fitting  that  the  completion  of  the  formative  period  of  its  ex- 
istence should  be  marked  by  such  exercises  as  we  contemplate 
this  evening.  By  an  unforseen  but  happy  appointment  of 
Divine  Providence,  this  natal  day  of  our  Church  is  associated 
with  the  natal  day  of  her  Lord ; this  transition  from  one 
stage  of  her  life  is  coincident  with  the  last  Sabbath  of  the 
year;  and  this  entrance  upon  a new,  and  I trust,  higher 
stage  of  life  is  associated  with  the  opening  of  the  new  year. 
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This  Church  thus  looks  back  to  her  Lord  for  the  strength 
requisite  for  the  duties  and  labors  of  the  future  to  which 
she  turns.  I leave  it  to  those  who  have  borne  the  heat  and 
burden  of  the  day,  who  have  wept  over  this  Church,  who 
have  prayed  over  this  Church,  who  have  zealously  labored  in 
its  interest,  to  tell  the  simple  story  of  its  past  life.  ‘ ‘Other  men 
have  labored  and  I enter  into  their  labors.”  I lift  my  eyes 
upon  a field  “already  white  to  harvest.”  It  is  for  me  simply 
to  congratulate  you — to  congratulate  you  upon  the  posses- 
sion of  this  beautiful  house  of  God,  reared  by  your  faith,  lib- 
erality and  care — to  congratulate  you  upon  the  increase,  con- 
solidation, harmony  and  hopefulness  of  this  congregation — to 
congratulate  you  upon  its  efficient  organization — upon  an 
earnest  Consistory,  a faithful  corps  of  Sabbatli  School  teachers 
and  flourishing  Sunday  Schools ; and  to  congratulate  you 
upon  the  promise  of  a glorious  future.  And  now  as 
we  stand  upon  the  threshold  of  a new  period,  and  look 
forward  to  its  duties  and  trials,  let  me  address  you  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  old  liturgy  “ Sursum  Corda  /”  up  with  your 
hearts ! Let  its  more  extensive  scope  present  a more  illustrious 
exhibition  of  the  zeal,  liberality  and  success  which  have  sig- 
nalized the  first  decade  of  our  church  existence. 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH 


BY 

JOSEPH  P.  BRADLEY,  Esq.,  LL.D. 


On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  1856,  an  application 
was  presented  to  the  Reformed  Dutch  Classis  of  Bergen  signed 
by  a number  of  persons  residing  in  Newark,  praying  that 
Classis  would  take  the  usual  steps  for  organizing  a church  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  city  to  be  called  The  North  Dutch 
Church  of  Newark. 

The  Classis  accordingly  appointed  a committee  consisting  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Scott,  Rev.  Dr.  Abeel,  Rev.  Mr.  Talmadge,  and  Elders 
Sebastian  Duncan  and  B.  C.  Miller. 

The  new  church  was  organized  under  their  care,  Dec.  17, 
1856,  at  the  house  of  J.  P.  Bradley  near  this  place,  and 
Messrs.  T.  A.  Waldron,  J.  P.  Bradley,  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen 
and  Peter  Demarest  were  elected  Elders,  and  John  A.  Miller, 
Isaac  Gaston,  Peter  Yanderhoof  and  John  C.  Woodruff  were 
elected  Deacons. 

Thirty-five  persons  presented  certificates  from  other  churches, 
and  were  constituted  a Church  by  the  name  which  they  had 
chosen.  Of  this,  thirty  were  from  the  First  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  of  Newark,  four  from  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  of  Newark,  and  one  from  the  First  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  of  New  Brunswick. 

Among  the  original  founders  of  the  Church  are  to  be  found 
the  names  of  Waldron,  Woodruff,  Gaston,  Demarest,  De  Baun, 
Pienovi,  Miller,  Hanson,  Robinson,  Yanderhoof,  Frelinghuy- 
sen, Steele,  Ransom  and  Bradley.  The  movement  also  em- 
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braced  other  persons,  who  either  presented  certificates  or  joined 
the  Church  on  profession  at  an  early  day,  among  whom  are 
found  the  names  of  Duryee,  Holloway  and  others. 

These  persons,  as  seen,  wTere  mostly  connected  with  the  First 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Newark,  which  was  at  that  time 
under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Scott.  The  scheme  of  a new 
church  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city  had  been  talked  of  for 
some  time.  It  was  felt  that  the  interests  of  the  Dutch  Church 
and  of  Christianity  would  be  promoted  by  a new  centre  of 
ecclesiastical  and  social  influence  emanating  from  our  denom- 
ination. 

The  city,  though  containing  not  much  more  than  half  its 
present  number  of  inhabitants,  had  nevertheless  become  a large 
town,  and  needed  an  addition  to  its  religious  and  moral  forces. 

A Sunday  School  had  been  organized  under  the  patronage 
of  the  First  Dutch  Church,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
John  A.  Miller,  in  the  Orange  street  school  house  for  more 
than  a year  before,  and  was  thus  preparing  the  way  for  the 
new  organization  about  to  be  commenced.  This  school  was 
transferred  to  Oraton  Hall,  after  services  were  commenced  there, 
and  became  the  germ  of  our  present  Sunday  and  Mission 
Schools.  Services  had  also  been  held  in  East  Newark  with 
the  view  of  supplying  the  spiritual  wants  of  that  locality.  Dr. 
Scott  had  been  anxious  that  the  new  church  should  be  located 
there.  He  was  very  much  attached  to  some  of  his  people  who 
finally  joined  the  North  Church  movement,  and  could  scarcely 
endure  the  thought  of  their  departure  from  his  pastoral  charge. 
His  apprehension  was  that  the  establishment  of  a church  so 
near  to  the  parent  stock  would  tend  rather  to  weaken  it,  than 
to  bring  additional  strength  to  the  Dutch  Church  in  the  city. 
But  when  he  saw  that  the  thing  was  inevitable,  he  gave  it  his 
warm  and  hearty  support  and  blessing ; and  the  result  instead 
of  verifying  his  apprehensions,  has  added  another  illustration 
to  the  truth  that  “there  is  that  scattereth  and  yet  in- 
creaseth.”  Dr.  Scott  had  been  the  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
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since  1843,  and  had  become  bound  to  his  people  by  very 
strong  ties  of  association  and  feeling,  and  it  was  like  sundering 
a tender  nerve  when  he  signed  the  certificates  of  some  of  his 
most  esteemed  church  members.  But  the  hour  had  come 
when  in  the  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  a new  church 
organization  was  to  be  formed  upon  the  earth,  as  another  centre 
and  nucleus  of  holy  influences,  and  they  may  be  considered  as 
called  to  the  performance  of  a high  and  responsible  duty, 
whose  lot  it  is  to  participate  in  such  a work.  Individual  men 
and  women  die,  and  perhaps  transmit  to  their  posterity  good 
influences  that  affect  the  characters  and  happiness  of  those 
who  come  after  them  for  two  or  three  generations.  But  a 
church  organization  is  perpetual  and  immortal.  The  founding 
of  such  an  organization  is  the  planting  of  a germ  which  is 
forever  expanding  and  multiplying.  Not  only  our  children 
and  grand  children  but  remotest  posterity  will  still  draw  from 
this  central  point  those  same  heavenly  doctrines  and  influences 
which  we  draw  from  it  to-day.  Look  at  the  First  Presbyte- 
rian Church  of  Newark,  and  the  train  of  daughter  churches 
which  surround  it.  Its  founders  have  returned  to  dust, 
and  the  generations  of  two  centuries  have  passed  away ; 
and  still  it  stands  as  a place  of  moral  healing  and  refresh- 
ment, giving  forth  life  and  health  and  salvation  to  the 
people  in  the  midst  of  whom  it  is  planted.  So  the  organ- 
ization of  this  Church  was  the  greatest  work  that  any  of 
us  will  ever  be  concerned  in.  Here  is  planted  an  organiza- 
tion that  is  immortal,  and  which  shall  send  forth  influences 
to  bless  and  to  save  for  centuries  to  come — when  we  are 
forgotten. 

Organizations  such  as  these,  that  live  after  the  individuals 
who  compose  them  are  dead,  have  a powerful  effect  in  pre- 
serving and  promoting  the  ideas  which  they  are  established  to 
perpetuate.  What  could  books  do ; what  could  even  the 
Bible  do ; what  could  preaching  do,  to  preserve  and  perpetuate 
the  true  religion  in  the  world,  without  those  living  and  im- 
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mortal  organizations  which  constitute  the  form  and  body  of 
the  church  ? 

And  here  it  may  be  worth  while  to  advert  for  a moment  to 
the  position  of  the  Dutch  Church,  of  which  this  is  but  a part. 

Our  country  presents  the  anomalous  spectacle  of  a large 
number  of  distinct  and  independent  Christian  organizations 
standing  on  an  entirely  equal  footing.  Their  exact  relation 
to  each  other  is  not  always  attended  to.  Let  us  for  a moment 
look  at  it. 

America  is  not  peopled  by  a single  nation,  as  English, 
French,  Scotch,  Irish,  Herman  or  Dutch,  but  is  peopled  by 
emigrants  from  all  these  nationalities,  who,  when  they  reached 
our  shores,  continued  to  worship  Cod  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  done  at  home,  and  generally  established  churches  in 
connection  with,  or  as  branches  of,  the  parent  churches  from 
whose  folds  they  had  come.  Thus  the  English  emigrants 
who  settled  Yirginia,  established  the  English  Protestant 
Church,  afterwards  called  Episcopalian,  in  that  province.  The 
emigrants  who,  at  a later  period,  settled  the  Eastern  States, 
brought  with  them  the  religion  of  the  Puritans,  a form  of 
Calvinism  which  then  prevailed  very  extensively  in  England, 
and  became  the  dominant  form  of  religion  under  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  protectorate  of  Cromwell.  Eoman  Catholic 
emigrants  established  their  church  in  Maryland ; and  the 
Quakers,  the  other  ecclesiastical  extreme,  took  possession  of 
West  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  Wherever  the.  Scotch 
made  settlements  they  established  their  own  church,  which  was 
Presbyterian.  In  like  manner,  the  Hollanders,  or  Low  Dutch, 
who,  at  an  early  day,  settled  Hew  York  and  the  North  East- 
ern portion  of  Hew  Jersey,  brought  with  them  their  church, 
which,  until  the  revolution,  was  a branch  of  the  established 
church  of  Holland.  The  Dutch  Church  was  one  of  the  purest 
churches  of  the  reformation,  being  tried  in  the  fiercest  fires  of 
persecution.  It  did  not  conform  precisely  to  the  Lutheran 
model,  because,  after  Luther,  arose  the  clear  headed  Eeformer, 
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Calvin,  who  established  himself  at  Geneva  as  a teacher  of 
Theology,  and  by  the  power  of  his  intellect,  moulded  the 
faith  and  forms  of  the  Protestant  churches  of  Switzerland  and 
the  Rhine  upon  a model  purely  scriptural.  He  thought  that  Lu- 
ther had  not  cleared  his  skirts  entirely  from  the  burs  of  Roman- 
ism— especially  in  the  articles  of  consubstantiation,  auricular 
confession,  and  a few  other  matters.  Zuinglius  before  him  had 
preached  a pure  and  simple  faith  in  Switzerland,  and  had 
given  his  life  in  its  defence.  Hot  only  the  Protestant  churches 
of  the  Rhine,  but  those  of  Holland,  France,  Scotland  and  even 
the  early  English  Church,  generally  adopted  the  views  of 
Calvin  and  Zuinglius.  Those  who  followed  Luther  and  his 
learned  friend  Melancthon,  were  termed  Lutherans;  and 
those  who  followed  Zuinglius  and  Calvin,  were  termed  Re- 
formed. Both  of  these  great  branches  of  the  Reformation 
Church  were  called  Protestants.  But  without  understanding 
this  distinction  between  the  Lutherans  and  the  Reformed,  much 
of  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  sixteenth  century  will  be  a 
dead  letter  to  us. 

The  Hutch  Churches  of  Holland  called  themselves  the 
Reformed  Protestant  Churches  of  the  Netherlands;  and  the 
united  body  was  called  the  Reformed  Protestant  Church  of  the 
Netherlands.  When  the  Hutch  colonists  settled  New  Amster- 
dam the  church  that  the}^  established  here  was  called  the 
Reformed  Protestant  Church  of  New  Amsterdam.  In  1664 
the  whole  colony  was  surrendered  to  the  English,  and  called 
New  York.  The  English  settlers  who  now  came  in  con- 
siderable numbers  to  the  colony,  of  course  established  their 
own  church ; and  the  Scotch  theirs.  For  the  sake  of  distinction 
the  church  of  the  Hutch  inhabitants  was  called  the  Hutch 
Church;  and  that  of  the  English  inhabitants,  the  English 
Church ; and  that  of  the  Scotch,  the  Scotch,  or  Presbyterian 
Church.  They  all  grew  side  by  side  in  the  city  of  New  York 
and  the  adjacent  country;  all  being  national  Protestant 
churches,  and  each  gathering  within  its  folds  the  people  of  its 
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own  blood  and  nationality.  Their  respective  designations,  or 
names,  afterwards  became  fixed  and  uniform.  The  English 
Church,  from  its  form  of  government,  gi^duallv  acquired  the 
designation  of  the  Episcopal  Church ; the  Scotch,  that  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church;  the  New  England  churches,  that  of 
Congregational ; but  the  Dutch  Church  (with  the  addition  of 
the  word  Dutch)  retained  its  original  name  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church,  or  more  briefly,  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church. 

As  the  population  of  New  York  and  the  surrounding 
country  became  amalgamated,  and  the  Dutch  language  became 
disused,  nationalities  began  to  disappear,  except  in  the  mere 
names  of  the  male  members  of  families,  and  national  lines 
ceased  to  be  the  lines  between  the  churches.  People  would 
join  the  one  church,  or  the  other  as  their  convenience  of  lo- 
cation, or  doctrinal  preferences,  or  fancy  dictated.  This 
amalgamation  of  nationalities  has  so  far  progressed  that  the 
word  Dutch  in  our  name  has  become  merely  nominal ; and  we 
shall  find  the  Dutch  churches  filled  with  persons  of  English 
descent,  and  the  English  or  Episcopal,  and  Presbyterian 
churches  filled  with  persons  of  Dutch  descent.  Churches  that 
were  originally  national  have  become  simply  separate  denomina- 
tions, originally  separated  from  each  other  more  by  distinct 
national  origins,  than  by  repugnant  creeds — and  each  being  as 
much  entitled  as  the  other  to  the  ground  it  occupies  in  the 
American  community  of  churches,  and  neither  being  liable  to 
be  called  by  the  others  schismatics  or  sectaries.  Let  that  be  re- 
membered ! 

What  will  be  the  final  result  of  this  intermingling  of  var- 
ious national  churches  on  a common  platform  where  each  is 
recognized  as  equal  in  all  respects  to  the  others,  it  is  difficult 
to  divine.  All  the  Protestant  churches  maintain  in  some 
degree  their  old  hostility  to  the  Catholic  church  from  which 
they  originally  separated  themselves — and  the  close  contact 
into  which  they  are  brought  with  each  other,  raises  and  gives 
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warmth  to  some  controversies  which  they  would  never  have 
thought  of  had  each  been  confined  to  the  nation  and  country 
of  its  origin. 

But  the  essential  creed  of  all  these  Protestant  churches  is 
much  the  same.  Their  differences  consist  more  in  their  several 
forms  of  worship  and  government  and  in  the  spirit  and  tone 
of  sentiment  which  pervades  the  respective  bodies,  than  in 
absolute  and  essential  points  of  faith.  They  all  teach  the 
original  corruption  of  man’s  nature,  the  necessity  of  a change 
of  heart,  justification  by  faith  alone,  salvation  by  the  atone- 
ment and  mediation  of  . Christ,  and  the  necessity  of  Divine 
grace  and  aid  to  attain  to  or  persevere  in  the  Christian  life ; 
also  the  doctrines  of  Divine  sovereignty  and  free  grace. 

The  Dutch  Church  generally  throughout  her  forms  and  ex- 
ercises, expresses  these  fundamental  doctrines  in  scripture 
words  and  phrases — and  not  in  categorical  and  scientific 
terms — thereby,  in  appearance,  at  least,  softening  and  ton- 
ing down  the  rigid  and  sometimes  unsavory  forms  of  statement 
which  prevail  in  more  scientific  formulas.  In  its  form  of 
government  it  is  Presbyterial ; that  is,  it  has  no  other  Bishops 
than  its  ministers,  all  of  whom  are  equal  in  rank.  In  this  it 
is  quite  broadly  distinguished  from  the  Episcopal  Church, 
which  holds  that  the  office  of  Apostle  has  continued  in  the 
church,  as  well  as  that  of  Bishop  or  Presbyter,  but  for  the 
sake  of  modesty,  their  Apostles  assume  the  name  of  Bishops. 
They  however  call  it  the  Apostolic  office  and  claim  to  have 
the  Apostolic  succession.  The  early  reformers  in  England 
did  not  take  this  ground,  but  adhered  to  the  episcopal  govern- 
ment on  the  ground  of  expediency  as  one  that  the  church  had 
a right  to  adopt  if  it  pleased — though  not  an  essential  feature 
of  church  government.  And  hence  the  early  English  church 
of  the  Reformation  fraternized  with  the  Presbyterian  churches 
established  in  other  countries — as  Switzerland,  Holland,  Scot- 
land and  the  Palatinate. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  Reformation  in  England 
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was  promoted  by  the  King  for  reasons  of  his  own,  and  that  the 
Bishops  were  drawn  into  it  often  without  meaning  it.  Hence, 
Bishops  were  continued  in  the  English  church ; whilst  in 
other  countries  they  universally  adhered  to  the  Pope,  and 
were  banished.  This  is,  undoubtedly,  one  reason  why  some 
of  the  Reformed  churches  became  originally  Presbyterian, 
and  why  the  English  church  remained  episcopal.  On  look- 
ing into  the*  scriptures,  the  divines  of  Switzerland,  Holland 
and  Scotland,  thought  there  was  clearly  no  warrant  for  the 
office  of  Bishop  as  distinct  from  the  Minister,  and  so  having 
got  rid  of  their  old  Bishops  they  took  no  pains  to  get  new 
ones. 

Thus  then,  you  see  that  our  Reformed  Hutch  Church  comes 
from  one  of  the  Reformed  churches  of  the  Protestant  Re- 
formation ; — -that  she  is  scriptural  in  her  doctrines,  and  in  her 
polity,  or  church  government ; and  that,  in  tone  and  senti- 
ment, she  is  imbued  with  Christian  forbearance  and  modera- 
tion— intent  rather  to  allay  than  to  excite  metaphysical  and 
angry  controversies  on  religious  topics  so  long  as  the  substance 
of  the  faith  is  preserved  and  taught. 

Prior  to  1834  there  was  no  Hutch  church  in  this  place,  and 
none  nearer  to  it  than  Belleville.  The  establishment  of  Hutch 
churches  had  followed  the  Hutch  settlements  along  the  Hudson 
and  Mohawk  rivers  of  New  York,  and  the  Hackensack  and 
Raritan  rivers  of  this  state,  and  along  that  part  of  the  Pas- 
saic river  from  Belleville  to  Paterson. 

In  1834  a number  of  people  who  had  belonged  to  Hutch 
churches  elsewhere  had  found  their  way  to  Newark,  then  a 
rapidly  growing  town,  and  they  determined  to  establish  a 
church  of  their  own  denomination  in  the  place.  They  were 
joined  by  a number  of  Presbyterians,  some  of  whom  were 
persons  of  influence  in  the  town.  In  1835  they  determined  to 
build  a church,  and  when  the  present  speaker  came  to  Newark 
in  November,  1836,  the  First  Church  in  Market  street  was  just 
finished,  though  it  had  been  used  by  the  congregation  for 
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some  months.  The  Rev.  Ransford  Wells  was  pastor.  Soon 
came  the  financial  revulsion  of  1837,  followed  by  the  seven 
years  of  famine — so  far  as  the  manufacturing  prosperity  of 
Newark  was  concerned — and  the  church  was  obliged  to  strug- 
gle on  under  a heavy  load  of  debt.  The  population  of  the 
town  was  reduced  from  over  20,000  in  1836  to  17,000  in  1840. 
Of  course  the  church  could  not  be  expected  to  increase  in 
wealth  or  resources  during  such  a period  of  depression,  though 
it  did  constantly  increase  in  numbers. 

In  1842  Mr.  Wells  resigned  his  pastorate,  and  in  1843  Rev. 
James  Scott,  of  German  Valley,  was  elected  to  succeed  him. 
In  a few  years  Newark  began  to  lift  its  head  again,  and  the 
Dutch  Church  rapidly  increased  in  numbers  and  wealth.  In 
1848  the  Second  Church  was  started  in  the  5th  Ward,  under 
the  charge  of  Rev.  Geo.  R.  Williamson,  (who  was  soon  suc- 
ceeded by 'Rev.  Dr.  Abeel,)  and  took  off  a few  of  the  surplus 
members  of  the  First  Church,  which  at  that  time  reported  to 
the  Synod  (though  probably  not  with  entire  accuracy)  424 
communicants.  The  Second  Church  reported  40  communi- 
cants, and  the  Third  Church,  (an  organization  of  Germans, 
who  united  with  our  Classis  and  took  our  name,)  41  families. 
These  churches  all  prospered,  and  the  First  Church  even 
became  crowded,  the  number  of  communicants  reported  in 
1856  being  526 — the  returns  for  the  Second  and  Third  Churches 
were  respectively  162  and  273.  It  now  became  apparent  that 
another  swarm  from  the  mother  hive  must  soon  seek  their 
fortunes  under  the  Divine  blessing  in  a separate  organization. 
This,  as  we  have  seen,  took  place  in  December,  1856,  just  ten 
years  ago. 

From  the  commencement  of  this  enterprise  it  received  the 
earnest  and  hearty  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  the  church 
at  large,  from  the  churches  in  New  York,  from  the  Classis  of 
Bergen,  from  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  and  from  the 
Theological  Faculty  of  the  Seminary  in  New  Brunswick. 
The  latter  body,  especially,  always  gave  it  their  earnest  and 
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zealous  support.  One  of  them  is  here  to-night,  (the  Rev.  Dr. 
Campbell,)  and  we  all  remember  with  what  untiring  zeal  he 
urged  and  encouraged  us  to  go  on  and  prove  ourselves  men, 
in  the  arduous  work  we  had  undertaken,  and  when  we  were 
destitute  of  a pastor  (as  unfortunately  we  have  been  about 
one-half  of  the  entire  period  of  our  existence  as  a church)  he 
and  his  associates  have  ever  been  ready  to  supply  us  with  the 
Word  of  Life,  and  the  benefit  of  their  pastoral  experience  and 
counsels. 

Another  warm  friend  of  our  new  church  was  always  found 
in  Rev.  Dr.  Abeel,  the  pastor  of  the  Second  Church,  who  now 
worships  with  us.  His  counsels  and  encouragement  were  of 
great  value  in  the  early  stages  of  the  enterprise. 

In  this  connection,  also,  we  cannot  forget  the  services  of  the 
Rev.  Joseph  McKee,  who  was  ready  at  all  times  to  supply  our 
pulpit,  both  in  the  church  and  in  the  lecture  room,  and 
whose  faithful,  zealous  and  Christian  exhortations  left  impres- 
sions on  many  a heart. 

But  for  the  material  resources  necessary  to  carry  on  the  enter- 
prise and  build  the  beautiful  edifice  in  which  we  are  (with  the 
exception  of  a small  stipend  of  $400  a year  allowed  us  for  a 
few  years  by  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions)  we  have  had  to 
rely  almost  entirely  upon  ourselves.  A few  of  our  friends  in 
the  other  churches  have  nobly  aided  us  by  their  contributions ; 
but  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  entire  outlay  has  been  borne  by 
the  little  band  who  established  this  church  and  those  who 
have  since  gathered  around  them  in  building  it  up  to  its 
present  proportions  and  consequence.  But  by  what  an 
unknown  way  we  have  been  led ! Who  would  have  dreamed 
when  the  undertaking  was  commenced  that  we  should  be  able 
to  build  a solid,  imposing  and  capacious  structure,  at  a cost  of 
$45,000,  upon  a landed  property  worth  more  than  $20,000 
more,  and,  in  addition  to  these  amounts,  be  able  to  spend  for 
congregational  and  benevolent  purposes  in  the  first  ten  years, 
over  $35,000  besides  ? Who  would  have  dreamed  it  ? Who 
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would  have  dreamed  that  our  hearts  could  have  been  enlarged 
to  meet  such  exigencies  ? The  truth  is,  we  little  know  what 
we  can  do  until  we  are  tried ; and  yet,  has  any  of  us  done  too 
much  ? Does  any  of  us  grudge  what  he  hath  given  ? Has 
he  not  received  from  the  Lord  liberal  things  in  return  ? 
Which  of  those  seventy  subscriptions,  ranging  in  amount 
from  $12,000  to  $5,  and  all,  whether  great  or  small,  standing 
in  the  same  rank  on  God’s  ledger,  would  be  made  smaller 
to-night  if  the  subscriber  had  it  in  his  or  her  power  to  reduce 
it  ? These  are  not  things  to  be  proud  of,  or  to  boast  of ; but 
they  are  things  to  rejoice  and  be  glad  over,  that  we  have  been 
able,  and  that  God  hath  put  it  into  our  hearts,  to  do  them. 

The  little  church,  organized  as  I have  shown,  held  its  first 
meetings  in  Oraton  Hall  from  the  time  of  its  organization  in 
December,  1856,  until  Sunday,  the  17th  day  of  April,  1859, 
when  this  edifice  was  dedicated  bv  solemn  services  to  the  wor- 
ship of  Almighty  God. 

Measures  for  purchasing  land  whereon  to  erect  a church 
were  taken  about  the  same  time  that  the  church  was  organ- 
ized. All  the  property  on  the  south  corner  of  Broad  and 
Bridge  streets,  175  feet  front  on  Broad  street,  and  extending 
back  275  feet  on  Bridge  street,  was  purchased  from  Mr.  Israel 
Crane,  of  Bloomfield,  for  the  sum  of  $38,000 — the  pur- 
chasers being  Messrs.  Tunis  A.  Waldron,  S.  R.  W.  Heath, 
John  A.  Miller,  Peter  Ballantine,  Adolphus  W.  Waldron, 
Ziba  H.  Kitchen,  Benjamin  C.  Miller,  Samuel  O.  Crane,  Linn 
Adams,  Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen,  Orson  Wilson,  and  J.  P. 
Bradley.  These  gentlemen  laid  off  a lot  of  80  feet  front  on 
Broad  street,  by  145  feet  in  depth,  and  presented  it  to  the 
church,  dividing  the  balance  of  the  property  between  them- 
selves. The  church  lot  was  afterwards,  by  purchase,  enlarged 
to  its  present  dimensions  of  100  feet  on  Broad  street  by  about 
200  feet  deep,  at  an  extra  cost  of  about  $5,500. 

Measures  were  taken  'soon  after  the  organization  of  the 
church  for  commencing  the  building.  Mr.  *Wm.  H.  Kirk  was 
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employed  as  architect,  and  the  contracts  were  awarded  to 
Messrs.  Kirk  & Kirkpatrick,  carpenters,  Mr.  Gee.  B.  Guerin, 
mason,  and  Messrs.  Wheaton  & Brown,  stone  cutters.  The 
work  was  commenced  early  in  1857,  when  the  foundation  was  # 
laid ; but  was  not  ready  for  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone 
until  September  of  that  year.  On  the  14th  of  that  month  it 
was  duly  laid  with  proper  ceremonies.  A box  was  prepared 
and  inserted  in  the  stone,  containing  a history  of  the  organiza- 
tion, a list  of  the  members  of  the  church  and  the  congrega- 
tion, the  consistory  and  the  building  committee;  also  the 
constitution  of  the  church,  hymn  book,  bible  and  catechism, 

&c.  A hymn  was  sung.  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Steele,  (who  always  took 
great  interest  in  the  work  and  contributed  largely  to  its  suc- 
cess from  its  commencement,)  read  selected  portions  of  scrip- 
ture and  offered  up  a prayer.  The  company  then  proceeded 
to  the  church,  and  the  box  was  deposited  in  the  corner  stone 
by  Elder  Tunis  A.  Waldron,  with  a few  appropriate  words. 
An  invocation  of  blessing  by  Mr.  Steele  concluded  the  cere- 
mony. The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  then  lying  on  his 
death-bed  at  Newburgh,  and  could  not  be  here. 

The  mention  of  the  name  of  Tunis  A.  Waldron  suggests 
an  earnest  and  most  devoted  friend  to  this  church,  without 
whose  influence  it  could  not  have  been  started  at  that  time. — 

He  loved  the  Dutch  Church  with  his  whole  heart.  He  was  a 
faithful  and  zealous  office  bearer  in  its  courts.  Of  a pure  heart, 
and  ardent  piety,  his  influence  was  widely  felt,  and  he  was  held 
in  great  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  has  departed  from 
us,  to  join  in  the  anthems  of  that  Church  which  is  not  made 
with  hands.  But  the  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed. 

One  of  the  striking  features  of  this  church,  and  probably 
one  of  the  strongest  elements  of  its  success  from  the  begin- 
ning, has  been  its  Sunday  school  and  Mission  school.  The 
faithfulness  and  assiduity  with  which  those  who  are  engaged  in 
these  institutions  labor,  are  deserving  of  all  praise.  Their  history 
deserves  to  be  separately  considered.  They  foster  the  germ  of 
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Christian  principle  in  hundreds  of  young  hearts  and  attract 
and  centralize  an  interest  in  and  towards  the  Church  in  so 
many  directions  and  oyer  so  wide  a space,  that  without  them 
we  could  not  with  safety  count  on  any  permanent  and  stable 
progress. 

The  first  minister  of  this  Church  was  Rev.  Dr.  Abraham 
Polhemus,  for  more  than  twenty  years  previously  the  beloved 
and  popular  pastor  of  the  Dutch  Church  at  Hopewell,  in  the 
County  of  Dutchess,  Hew  York.  He  had  been  in  the  view  of 
some  of  the  first  originators  of  the  church  before  its  actual 
organization,  and,  as  soon  as  he  was  named  and  any  encour- 
agement was  suggested  that  he  could  be  procured,  he  became 
the  unanimous  choice  of  the  consistory  and  church.  He  was 
communicated  with  on  the  22d  of  December,  six  days  after 
the  organization  of  the  church.  On  the  16th  of  January  a 
call  was  made  out ; but,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  his 
old  congregation  for  some  time  to  allow  him  to  depart,  it 
was  not  formally  accepted  until  the  3d  of  April.  Dr.  Pol- 
hemus was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  church  on  the  3d  day  of 
May,  1857.  The  installation  services  were  held  in  the  First 
Dutch  Church  in  Market  street,  Rev.  Dr.  Riddle,  of  Jersey 
City,  preaching  the  installation  sermon — Dr.  Abeel  delivering 
the  charge  to  the  pastor,  and  Dr.  Scott  to  the  people.  The 
occasion  was  a deeply  interesting  one.  The  sermon  of  Dr. 
Riddle  was  dignified,  pointed,  and  solemn.  It  was  an  impres- 
sive scene  to  see  the  young  church  thus  receive  its  pastor  and 
its  charge  as  a distinct  church  within  those  walls,  and  in  the 
midst  of  that  congregation  where  they  had  worshipped  for  so 
many  years  before  their  ecclesiastical  exodus. 

I need  not  recall  to  you  who  remember  it,  and  it  will  be 
difficult  for  me  to  describe  to  those  who  do  not,  the  unction 
which  attended  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Polhemus.  At  the  first 
and  only  communion  which  he  administered  in  June,  the 
church  received  an  accession  of  three  on  profession  of  faith  and 
twenty-four  on  certificate.  But  this  is  hardly  an  indication  of  the 
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good  he  accomplished.  He  was  beloved  by  his  congregation — 
perhaps  too  much  beloved.  His  influence  here  was  very  great. 
He  had  that  frank,  open,  manly  and  unaffected  manner,  which 
instantly  won  the  confidence  of  all,  and  especially  men  of  the 
world,  who  hate  affectation  in  all  its  forms.  His  sermons 
were  carefully  prepared,  and  were  blessed  with  the  attention 
and  interest  of  those  who  heard  them.  ' 

But  his  pastorate  was  short — alas  ! too  short  for  his  people 
— though  perhaps  not  for  himself.  He  left  Newark  on  the 
12th  of  August,  1857,  for  a few  weeks  of  recreation,  and 
never  returned.  The  deep  feeling  evinced  by  his  congregation 
in  reference  to  his  illness  and  death  have  seldom  been  equalled 
in  a similar  case.  Inquiry  after  inquiry  was  sent  to  Newburgh 
to  ascertain  his  condition,  but  hardly  a ray  of  hope  came, 
until  at  length  on  the  28th  day  of  October  the  sad  intelligence 
arrived  that  he  had  breathed  his  last. 

His  life  was  a sermon  : — his  last  sickness  was  a sermon  : — 
his  death  was  a solemn  and  impressive  sermon  to  us  all. 

During  his  illness  his  thoughts  ran  constantly  on  his  absent 
charge — the  infant  church  which  he  had  taken  under  his  care. 

I cannot  do  better  here  than  to  repeat  what  his  people  have 
caused  to  be  written  on  that  marble  tablet — every  word  of 
which  is  literally  true.  After  stating  the  dates  of  his  birth 
and  death  and  installation  over  the  church,  the  inscription 
reads  as  follows : 

“He  laid  the  foundation  of  this  edifice,  but  his  voice  was  never  heard 
within  its  walls.  When  the  time  of  his  departure  was  at  hand,  in  faith 
he  exclaimed : ‘ That  Church  will  be  erected — souls  will  there  be  con- 
verted to  Christ,  and  I shall  rejoice  over  them  in  Heaven.’ 

Of  a noble  nature,  embelished  by  culture  and  grace,  frank  and  disin- 
terested as  a man,  sagacious  and  prudent  as  a counsellor,  eloquent 
and  scriptural,  exemplary  and  devoted  as  a minister  of  Christ,  he  was 
very  dear  to  his  people  and  beloved  by  the  church  at  large.  His  brief 
ministry  here  will  not  be  forgotten.  His  memory  is  a rich  legacy.  Called 
hence  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  surrounded  by  all  the  attractions  of 
life,  he  received  the  message  with  joy ; and  as  heaven  was  opening  to 
his  view,  exclaimed  : “I  see  Jesus,  andmysoulis  ravished  with  the  sight.” 
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Bowed  down  and  humbled  with  sorrow  by  this  earl^  and 
severe  bereavment,  the  church  for  a long  time  had  not  the 
heart  to  think  of  another  minister,  and  remained  without  one 
for  nearly  two  years ; being  occasionally  supplied  by  appoint- 
ments of  the  Classis,  or  by  the  voluntary  aid  of  various  friends 
of  £he  enterprise. 

As  before  stated,  Oraton  Hall  was  left  and  this  edifice  was 
publicly  dedicated  on  the  17th  of  April,  1859.  The  dedicatory 
sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Hr.  Campbell  of  Hew  Brunswick, 
from  the  text  “ They  shall  prosper  that  love  thee.!; 

A few  more  words  must  complete  what  I have  to  say.  I 
have  touched  more  particularly  on  the  origin  of  the  church, 
deeming  the  later  events  too  recent  and  too  much  in  the  ordi- 
nary routine,  to  be  dilated  upon  minutely. 

On  the  25th  of  May  1859  a call  was  made  out  on  the 
Rev.  Hasbrouck  Dubois,  who  was  duly  installed  as  our  pastor 
on  the  16th  of  June,  1859,  and  resigned  on  the  26th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1861,  after  a pastorate  of  a little  over  two  years  and  five 
months.  The  church  increased  under  Mr.  Dubois’s  care,  to 
the  number  of  200  communicants.  It  then  suffered  a further 
vacancy  of  nearly  two  years  more,  the  Rev.  James  Demarest, 
Jr.,  having  received  a call  on  the  27th  of  July,  1868,  and 
being  installed  in  October  following.  Mr.  Demarest  continued 
our  pastor  for  about  two  years  and  a quarter.  Having  resigned 
his  charge  to  go  to  the  West,  he  preached  his  farewell  sermon 
on  the  14th  of  January,  1866,  and  our  present  pastor,  Rev. 
Charles  E.  Hart  was  installed  on  the8d  day  of  June  following. 
May  his  services  be  long  continued  to  this  people  and  blessed 
to  their  edification,  and  the  building  up  of  this  church. 

It  is  wonderful  when  we  look  back  at  the  many  discourage- 
ments with  which  we  h%ve  had  to  contend,  being  for  so  many 
years  of  our  existence  as  a church  without  a shepherd — and 
knowing  the  fact  that  sheep  without  a shepherd  are  ever 
wandering  from  the  fold — that  we  have  met  with  the  degree 
of  success  which  we  have,  -now  numbering  a membership  of 
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overfchree  hundred  communicants.  We  ought  to  believe  and 
hope  that  we  are  watched  and  cared  for  by  the  great  Shepherd 
and  Bishop  of  souls — for  surely  without  His  blessing  our  enter- 
prise must  long  ago  have  failed.  May  His  blessing  continue  and 
may  this  church  be  the  nursery  and  centre  of  deep  Christian 
influences,  going  forth  to  bless  and  sanctify  the  families  that 
come  up  hitherto  to  worship,  and  the  society  in  which  it  is 
planted. 
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PETER  S.  DURYEE,  Esq. 


When  a great  enterprise  achieves  success  after  long  labor, 
those  interested  enjoy  the  heartiest  satisfaction  in  looking  up- 
on the  result  of  their  toil.  Thus  do  we  of  the  North  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  feel  to-night.  We  rejoice  together,  and  call 
upon  our  brethren  to  rejoice  with  us,  as  we  recall  the  blessings 
which  have  attended  our  efforts  to  erect,  in  this  part  of  our 
community,  another  temple  for  the  worship  of  the  Triune  God# 
Only  those  who  have  experienced  how  much  such  a work  de- 
mands of  faith,  of  endurance,  of  patience,  with  its  constant 
trials  and  discouragements,  can.  fully  appreciate  our  feelings 
on  this  closing  of  our  first  decade.  These  years  are  few  enough 
in  the  life  of  man,  and  yet  sufficient  for  a great  undertaking 
carried  forward  by  faith  and  prayer  and  earnest  labor. 

Ten  years  ago  the  Davis  mansion,  a relic  of  the  olden  time, 
marked  this  place.  It  had  stood  for  a century,  and  answered 
its  purpose  for  four  generations.  This  was  purchased,  with  the 
ground  around  it,  by  a number  of  gentlemen,  and  on  a portion 
of  this  property  our  edifice  now  stands.  These  lots  were  so 
conveyed,  by  the  beginners  of  the  work,  that  none  of 
their  successors  can  divert  them  to  any  other  purpose  than  that 
to  which  they  are  now  applied.  The  founders  of  this  church, 
with  faith  in  the  sustaining  promises  of  their  Saviour  Lord, 
then  began  their  work.  At  first  a simple  hope  was  entertained 
that  a lecture  room  could  be  built,  but  the  zeal  and  liberality 
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of  those  who  became  interested,  worked  out  a far  greater  re- 
sult. On  the  6th  of  April,  1857,  our  subscription  books  were 
first  opened.  The  following  agreement  headed  them  : “ We, 
the  undersigned,  hereby  agree  with  the  consistory  of  the  North 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  the  city  of  Newark  to  contribute 
the  sums  opposite  our  respective  names,  toward  the  erection  of 
a church  edifice  and  lecture  room,  for  the  use  of  the  congrega- 
tion of  said  church,  on  the  lot  belonging  to  said  church  in 
said  city ; it  being  understood  that  we  are  not  to  pay  more 
than  one-third  of  said  subscription  in  six  months,  nor  more 
than  two-thirds  in  one  year,  and  shall  have  eighteen  months 
from  the  date  hereof  for  the  balance  of  said  subscription.  But 
we  will  give  our  notes,  without  interest,  if  required  at  any 
time,  reserving  the  credit  on  our  subscription  above  stated.” 
Thus  we  started,  giving  plenty  of  latitude  to  subscribers.  And 
yet  for  a business  man  to  hope  to  negotiate  on  such  terms  the 
raising  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  required  a good  deal  of  faith 
in  the  ultimate  success  of  the  undertaking.  Having  had  the 
honor  to  be  appointed  treasurer,  I have  found  that  law  and 
trade  worked  well  together,  as  has  been  amply  proved  in  meet- 
ing the  demands  of  the  last  ten  years.  And  now  let  me  bring 
forward  the  results  accomplished  by  the  efforts  of  the  noble 
men  and  women,  who  by  God’s  blessing,  rendered  our  under- 
taking a’ success.  The  list  of  the  first  subscriptions  ran  as 


follows : 

Two  subscriptions,  each  $8,000 $6,000. 

Two  “ “ each  2,000, 4,000. 

Three  “ “ each  1,000, 3,000. 

One  subscription,  of  750, 750. 

One  “ “ of  700, 700. 

Five  subscriptions,  each  500, 2,500. 

Six  “ “ each  250, 1,500. 

Two  “ “ each  200, 400. 

One  “ “ of  150, 150. 

Four  “ •t;  of  100, 400. 

Two  “ “ of  50, 100. 

One  “ “ of  . 25, 25. 
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There  were  afterwards  added  by  the  same  parties, 


One  subscription  of  $5,000, , $5,000. 

Two  “ “ each  2,000, . 4,000. 

Three  “ “ each  500, 1,500. 

One  subscription  of  312,  312. 


Making  a total  amount  of  about  $31,437,  contributed  by 
only  thirty  subscribers.  In  addition,  there  were  some  seven 
thousand  dollars  afterwards  invested  in  pews.  The  Treasurer 
received  of  this  about  $37,000,  mostly  in  notes,  carried  along 
by  discounts  through  the  State  Bank  for  about  three  years,  and 
finally  paid  with  interest.  In  relation  to  this  subscription  I 
would  mention  some  facts.  Five  gentlemen  outside  our  de- 
nomination helped  us — Messrs.  Beach  Vanderpool,  Silas  Kitch- 
ell,  H.  W.  Duryee,  H.  H.  Jaques  and  Abraham  Hedenburgh ; 
all  the  others  were  connected  with  our  branch  of  Christ’s 
church.  We  were  led  to  believe  we  should  succeed  in  obtain- 
ing some  aid  from  the  Collegiate  'Church  of  New  York,  but 
this  attempt  failed  in  the  time  of  our  sorest  need.  We  cannot 
but  mention  with  sincere  gratitude  the  names  of  Messrs  Heath, 
P.  Ballantine,  Crane,  Adams,  B.  C.  Miller,  John  Bodman, 
Edgar  Farmer,  Dr.  J.  F.  Ward,  Jacob  Stucky,  and  Daniel 
Demarest,  who,  in  behalf  of  our  mother  church  in  Market 
street,  aided  us  to  the  amount  of  $4,750,  and  whose  generosity 
our  church  will  ever  remember. 

The  audience  will  bear  in  mind  that  our  corner  stone  was 
laid  early  in  the  Summer  of  1857,  while  our  first  pastpr,  Bev* 
Dr.  Polhemus,  stimulated,  by  his  influence,  the  liberal  action  of 
his  people.  By  God’s  mysterious  providence  he  was  laid  on 
the  bed  of  sickness  and  death  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  and  we 
were  left  to  struggle  alone.  The  commercial  disasters  and 
bankruptcies  of  that  time  are  fresh  in  all  our  minds.  Our  un- 
dertaking had  assumed  a magnitude  of  which  but  few  in  our 
consistory  dared  to  bear  the  responsibility.  Yet,  by  the  help 
of  God,  we  never  failed  to  respond  to  the  demand  of  our  con- 
tractors, excepting  on  one  occasion,  on  a bleak  day  of  Novem- 
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ber,  the  work  stopped,  and  we  were  not  aware  of  the  fact  till 
late  at  night.  But  the  party  contracting  was  found,  and 
by  the  personal  pledges  and  promises  of  two  members  of  the 
consistory,  he  was  induced  to  resume  the  work.  In  the  spring 
of  1859  the  church  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God. 
The  memorial  tablet  you  see,  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Polhemus, 
was  contributed  by  the  children  of  our  Sunday-school.  Mr. 
Stephen  Young,  not  a member  of  our  church,  generously  do- 
nated the  beautiful  lamp  over  the  door  of  the  lecture  room. 
When  the  lecture  room  and  Sunday-school  room  were  nearly 
completed,  an  additional  octagonal  end  was  added  for  the  use 
of  our  infant  class.  And  our  payments  to  contractors  for  this 
work  were  as  follows,  up  to  the  closing  of  my  account  as 


Treasurer : 

To  George  Guerin — Mason $12,514. 

To  Messrs.  Wheaton  & Brown — stone  cutters 8,150. 

To  William  H.  Kirk  & Co.— builders 18,518. 


These  amounts  include  the  kind  contributions  of  Messrs. 
Kirk  & Co.,  in  amount  $450,  of  Mr.  Guerin  $200,  and  Messrs. 
Wheaton  and  Brown  $200,  in  aid  of  our  church.  After  all  al 
lowances,  the  total  amount  paid  to  these  parties  was  $38,544  98 
which  covered  the  building.  The  furnishing  cost  nearly 
$5,000,  which  amount  covered  furnaces,  plumbing,  gas  fixtures, 
flagging,  cushions,  carpets,  and  organ,  and  other  necessary  ap- 
pendages. An  additional,  piece  of  land  was  bought  for  the 
sum  of. $200,  bringing  the  total  cost  of  our  church  up  to 
March,  1850,  to  the  amount  of forty-four  thousand , five  hundred 
and  ten  dollars.  As  the  subscriptions  did  not  fully  cover  this 
amount,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  deficiency,  the  sum  of 
$5,800,  was  borrowed  for  a time  of  the  State  Bank,  which 
through  all  our  struggles  has  afforded  us  assistance  again  and 
again.  And  thus  from  the  first  payment  in  September,  1857, 
up  to  March  30,  1860,  our  engagements  were  promptly  met, 
and  I received  and  disbursed  nearly  fifty -thousand  dollars  in 
the  progress  of  the  good  work.  Our  church  was  carefully 
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watched  through  all  its  building,  perhaps  more  so  than  any 
private  edifice.  The  entire  roof  is  covered  with  felt  cloth,  and 
up  to  this  time  not  a crack,  crevice,  or  settling  has  appeared  in 
the  walls,  giving  proof  how  faithfully  the  contractors  performed 
their  obligations.  At  the  close  of  March  1860,  the  building 
completed  and  furnished,  was  committed  to  the  consistory,  the 
financial  burden  since  then  being  assumed  by  our  energetic 
and  reliable  church  treasurer,  Mr.  John  C.  Woodruff. 

We  now  come  to  the  last  five  years  of  our  church  existence. 
Additional  land  was  purchased  for  about  $5,570,  and  it  was 
thought  best  to  consolidate  this  with  our  bank;  debt,  raising 
the  amount  to  $11,500,  by  giving  a mortgage  on  our  church 
property.  The  company  from  whom  we  took  the  loan  required 
also  the  personal  guarantees  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  and  myself 
for  the  payment  of  the  bond,  which  so  stimulated  the  Dutch 
pride  of  our  members,  that  an  effort  was  made  in  1864,  and  by 
June  1866,  the  whole  amount,  principal  and  interest,  was  paid 
by  the  generous  contributions  of  our  people,  two  subscriptions 
of  $2,000  each  beginning  the  list,  and  then  running  in  various 
sums  down  to  five  dollars.  In  some  cases  pews  were  taken 
for  the  money  given.  Counting  in,  therefore,  the  sum  paid  for 
extra  land,  the  whole  amount  contributed  reached  the  total  of 
$50,865 — without  including  the  value  of  the  ground  originally 
given.  And  we  would  here  specially  mention  that,  by  the 
generous  liberality  of  Mr.  Peter  Ballantine,  Sr.  the  full  front 
ot  our  lot  on  Broad  street  was  increased  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  feet. 

Since  then  we  have  raised  for  repairs,  damages,  &c.,  about 
$1,804,  more  than  two-thirds  of  which,  was  spent  in  repairing 
the  injuries  inflicted  by  the  tornado,  which  swept  over  this  part 
of  our  city,  some  eighteen  months  ago.  We  have  at  the 
present  time  a floating  debt  of  about  twenty-five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  our  congregational  expenses,  including  those  which 
were  accidental,  the  ten  years  show  a total  of  twenty- 
4, 
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seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  [$27,250.]  For 
benevolent  objects  there  have  been  raised  nearly  seventeen 
thousand  dollars , [$17,000]  including  in  this  sum  about  $7,000, 
which  on  the  call  of  our  good  friend  Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  was 
raised  by  the  effort  of  our  members  for  the  endowment  of 
Rutgers  College.  In  these  last  contributions  there  has  been  a 
steady  increase,  and  during  the  current  year  to  our  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  we  shall  have  paid  nearly  $1,700,  which  is 
one-third  of  the  whole  sum  paid  by  us  to  that  Board  for  the 
whole  preceding  nine  years. 

This  has  been  a pleasant  duty,  my  friends,  for  the  figures 
are  on  the  right  side,  and  the  result  is  very  satisfactory.  A 
brief  recapitulation,  without  aiming  at  perfect  exactness,  may 


thus  be  given  : 

Land  first  purchased , ..$20,000. 

Church  building  and  furniture 44,510. 

Extra  land  purchased 5,570. 

Repairs,  damages,  &c 1,304. 

Making  a total  of  over  seventy  one  thousand  dollars. . . .$71,384. 

Present  valuation $115,000. 

Our  contributions  are  as  follows  for  these  ten  years  : 

Congregational  objects. $27,250. 

Benevolent  purposes 16,000. 


Making  a total  of  over  forty-three  thousand  dollars $43,250. 

Such  is  a general  statement  of  the  money  received  and  dis- 
bursed through  the  agency  of  this  church  during  the  first  ten 
years  of  its  existence.  We  struggled  along,  while  these  walls 
were  going  up,  through  a bitter  financial  crisis  ; we  were  de- 
prived, at  the  very  outset  of  our  labor,  of  a most  beloved  pastor ; 
we  have  been  for  half  of  these  years  without  a settled  min- 
ister, and  yet  God  has  kept  us  from  depression  and  conduct, 
ed  us  into  great  prosperity.  For  His  great  goodness  we  would 
thank  Him  and  take  courage.  We  have  a church  property, 
whose  market  value  to-day  is  fully  >one  hundred  and  fifteen 
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thousand  dollars , and  it  is  paid  for.  The  total  valuation 
of  our  pews  in  1859,  was  $35,000,  and  of  these  but  a few 
have  been  sold,  whose  valuation  amounts  to  about  $9,500 
the  remainder  being  rented  to  an  increasing  congregation* 
Our  trifling  floating  debt  can  be  cancelled  any  moment' 
And  as  the  Proverb  tells  us  “ there  is  that  giveth  and 
yet  increaseth,”  so  has  it  been  here.  Not  a member  of 
this  Church  is  to-day  poorer  by  his  benefactions  to  our  loved 
Zion.  I can  answer,  from  my  own  experience,  that  for  every 
dollar  appropriated,  the  dividends  returned  have  been  far  better 
than  from  any  worldly  investment,  for  what  by  me  is  valued 
more  than  silver  and  gold  has  been  given  back  by  my  Lord, 
as  here  father  and  sons  have  confessed  Christ  before  men. 
Verily  I can  say,  that  this  house  has  been  to  many  the  “ very 
gate  of  heaven.” 


ADDRESS 


BY 

HON.  FREDERICK  T.  FRELIN GHU Y SEN,  LL.D. 


Ten  years  ago,  my  friends,  a little  company  of  professed 
followers  of  Christ  met  and  organized  this  church.  The 
motives  that  moved  them,  I believe,  were  as  pure  and  unsel- 
fish as  ever  exist  in  these  surroundings  of  sin.  Regret  at  sev- 
ering the  associations  with  a church  where  some  first  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  (associations  among  the  tenderest 
of  earth,)  an  appreciation  of  the  toil  and  sacrifice,  and  a sense 
of  the  responsibility,  of  the  undertaking,  cast  a suppressed 
feeling  of  sadness  over  the  assembly.  But  yet  the  ear  of 
faith  could  hear  the  Holy  Spirit  whispering,  u where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name  there  am  I in  the 
midst  of  them,”  and  the  ear  of  faith  conld  hear  those  other 
words  of  encouragement  and  truth  uttered  to  the  young 
Christian  church,  just  as  its  Divine  Master  was  about  ascend- 
ing, “Lo  I am  with  you  alway,  even  to  the  end  of  the 
world.” 

And  as  we  have  seen  that  promise  accomplished  until  the 
church,  founded  by  fishermen,  filled  first  Judea  and  then  the 
world  with  its  doctrines ; and  as  we  have  seen  that  promise 
accomplished  in  the  triumphs  of  the  church  over  heresy,  in- 
fidelity, ignorance  and  persecution,  until  now  the  church  has 
a commanding  influence  on  the  earth  such  as  it  never  before 
possessed;  so  that  promise,  has  been  fulfilled  towards  the 
church  which  on  that  night  was  organized. 
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Has  not  the  Master  of  the  church  been  with  us?  The 
three  hundred  communicants  gathered  within  this  beautiful 
temple,  during  a period  in  which  we  were  suffering  under  the 
depressions  of  the  most  gigantic  war  the  world  has  ever  be- 
held, attest  His  presence.  Let  that  company  of  young  con- 
verts who  here  first  resolved  that  they  would  u stand  up  for 
Jesus,”  let  all  those  who  have  here  grown  in  grace,  and  all 
who  have  received  consolation  from  His  word  and  from  this 
pulpit,  say  whether  His  promises  have  not  been  fulfilled  in  the 
last  decade  of  years  to  this  congregation. 

God’s  dealings  with  the  church  at  large  were  mysterious , and 
so  have  they  been  with  us.  With  the  church  at  large,  the  early 
and  very  general  corruption  of  Christianity,  and  the  unlooked 
for  uprising  of  the  papacy  after  the  reformation,  are  mysteries 
which  we  will  understand  when  heaven  is  reached,  but  not 
till  then.  And  with  this  infant  church,  why  was  it  that  one,  in 
the  vigor  of  manhood,  whom  every  member  loved,  and  per- 
haps idolized,  was,  in  a few  months  after  his  settlement,  taken 
away  ? We  shall  know  hereafter.  Perhaps  we  placed  in  that 
niche  of  our  hearts  which  belongs  alone  to  the  Creator,  one 
who  was  his  mere  creature.  Perhaps  it  was  that  we  might  be 
brought  to  rely  less  on  human  and  more  on  divine  power. 
Perhaps  it  was  that,  as  his  mission  on  earth  was  nearly  ended, 
its  closing  days  might  win  our  hearts,  and  thus,  by  the  sepa- 
ration, we  might  be  chastened  to  our  profit.  Perhaps  it  was 
that  the  fruit,  being  ripe  for  Heaven,  he  was  gathered  as  the 
first  fruits  from  this  garden,  and  as  an  earnest  of  the  abundant 
harvest,  here  yet  to  be  garnered.  Whatever  be  the  solution  of 
the  providence,  I know  and  feel,  as  you  do,  that  it  was  right 
and  just  and  good.  This  affliction,  though  grievous,  has 
yielded  its  peaceable  fruits.  A common  sorrow  knit  us  to- 
gether, and  in  our  unity,  has  been  and  is  our  strength. 

It  was  no  ordinary  energy  which,  in  the  severe  financial 
depression  of  1857,  enabled  us  to  meet  our  payments  and 
erect  this  church.  It  was  by  no  common  zeal  that  for  nearly 
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two  years,  without  a pastor,  the  church  Was  not  only  main- 
tained, but  kept  in  a constantly  growing  condition.  The  Sab- 
bath school,  the  Bible  class,  the  mission  school,  the  prayer 
meeting,  were  effective  instrumentalities  in  furthering  the 
interests  and  prosperity  of  the  church.  And  we  will  never 
forget  the  disinterested  and  valuable  service,  in  those  days  of 
our  destitution,  of  our  friend,*  who  is  so  appropriately  with  us 
this  evening.  When  the  winter  of  life  is  over  and  the  summer 
of  heaven  comes,  he,  rejoicing,  will  behold  the  beautiful  fruits 
of  his  labor  of  love. 

And  let  us  not  forget  that  faithful,  generous  man,  Dr.  Mc- 
Kee, who  never  forgot  us  ; who,  though  weary,  was  never  too 
weary,  who,  though  feeble,  was  never  too  feeble  to  minister  to 
us  in  the  things  of  God.  In  a familiar  lecture  in  the  chapel 
yonder,  I once  heard  him,  in  four  words,  define  experimental 
religion  in  a manner  that  fired  my  heart.  “ It  is,”  he  said,  11  a 
sublime  passion  for  Jesus” — a beautiful  statement  of  the  im- 
pelling motive  of  his  own  godly  life. 

As  a shock  of  corn  fully  ripe,  Mr.  Waldron  has  been  gath- 
ered to  his  fathers.  Presiding  over  the  consistory  and  con- 
ducting our  meetings,  he  was  to  us  an  ambassador  of  Christ. 
Well  do  I remember,  when,  with  a little  company  about  him, 
he  deposited  under  yonder  corner-stone  the  appropriate  memo- 
rials. Then  the  u man  of  God,”f  who  still  continues  with  us, 
invoked  heaven’s  benediction.  No  formality  was  there — no 
discourse — no  singing,  but  the  imploring  heart-beatings  of 
those  present,  I believe,  made  music  that  was  heard  in 
heaven.  Mr.  Waldron  has,  in  his  counsels,  his  prayers,  and 
his  example,  left  the  church  an  inheritance  much  more  endur- 
ing than  the  stone,  which  the  decaying  finger  of  time  will 
destroy. 

The  two  brief  ministries  of  the  faithful  and  efficient  Du- 
Bois  and  Demarest  are  a part  of  our  history.  Under  each  we 


* Rev.  Wm,  H.  Campbell,  D.D. 


t Rev.  Wm.  H.  Steele. 
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grew.  Tlie  truths  they  uttered,  like  good  seed,  have  borne 
fruit,  and  will,  years  hence,  like  the  wheat  taken  from  the 
mummies  of  Egypt,  still  yield  increase. 

To-night  we  pass  from  youth  to  manhood.  This  is  our 
climacteric  ; and  now,  favored  with  a pastor  who  has  already 
won  to  himself  the  respect,  the  sympathy,  and  the  regard  of 
every  member  of  our  congregation,  a vast  field  of  usefulness 
opens  before  us. 

Placed,  as  our  church  is,  in  the  midst  of  a growing  city, 
from  hence  should  go  forth  a Christian  energy  and  charity 
doing  much  to  render  church  extension,  at  least  commensurate 
with  the  increase  of  our  population.  Having  accomplished 
this  much  in  the  last  ten  years,  what  can  we  not  do  in  the 
next  ten  ? Is  any  one  the  worse  for  what  he  has  done  or 
given  in  this  direction  ? No ! It  is  by  scattering  that  we  get 
increase.  And  within  the  pale  of  the  church  too,  what  good 
will  be  accomplished ! The  church  will  be  to  us  and  other 
generations  a covert  from  the  tempest  and  “ the  shadow  of  a 
great  rock  in  a weary  land.”  Souls  will  here  be  converted 
to  Christ,  and  we  shall  rejoice  over  them  in  heaven.”  If  you 
would  estimate  the  value  and  importance  of  this  church,  fol- 
low the  history,  the  biography  of  a single  immortal,  and  then 
estimate  the  benefits  to  the  world  when  these  blessings  are 
aggregated.  See  the  beams  of  joy  that  radiate  from  that 
young  Christian’s  countenance ; how  calm  and  placid  is  her 
brow  ! Her  eye  kindles  with  love  ; her  lips  open  with  words 
of  gratitude ; the  element  of  human  disquiet,  unhappiness 
and  estrangement  from  God,  has  been  eradicated  from  her 
soul;  she  is  now  forgiven.  The  problem  of  her  being  is 
solved ; she  sees  why  she  was  created  and  what  glories  are 
before  her ; she  walks  life’s  path  with  alacrity ; she  has  a new 
joy  and  a new  friend ; “ one  who  sticketh  closer  than  a brother” 
is  ever  with  her ; on  Him  she  leans,  on  Him  she  bestows  a love 
which  cannot  be  idolatrous,  and  the  overflowings  of  that  holy 
affection  reach  every  member  of  her  race  ; her  hand  is  ready 
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for  deeds  of  charity,  and  her  voice  attuned  to  benedictions. 
There  is  no  exclusiveness  in  her  love.  She  pants  to  bring  all 
to  Him,  u who  has  taken  her  from  the  horrible  pit  and  placed 
her  feet  on  the  sure  rock.”  It  is  the  story  of  Calvary  taught 
from  that  pulpit ; it  is  the  invitation  of  Christ’s  ambassador 
here,  u come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden 
and  I will  give  you  rest;”  it  is  the  promise,  “as  I live  ye 
shall  live  also,”  that  has  thus  transformed  her. 

Follow  her  further : now  temptations  assail  and  afflictions 
overtake  her;  they  are  distressing  to  bear,  but  she  is  not  quite 
overcome  ; she  clings  with  a firm  grasp  to  the  hand  that  first 
rescued  her.  How  her  pallid  cheek  rests  on  death’s  pillow ; 
the  terrific  king  visits  her  in  the  silence  of  midnight — tells  her 
every  human  tie  must  now  sever— points  her  to  the  lonely 
grave,  to  the  fearful  shroud— speaks  to  her  of  corruption,  and 
portrays  the  perils  of  an  untried  eternity.  They  view  each 
other  face  to  face;  for  an  instant  nature  quails;  but  death’s 
conqueror,  introduced  to  her  here,  is  beside  her  and  whispers, 
“ He  that  belie veth  in  me  shall  never  die”' — “ as  I live  ye 
shall  livm  also.”  She  utters  words  of  triumph,  “I  know 
in  whom  I have  believed” — “I  know  that  my  Kedeemer 
liveth” — and  while  she  still  lingers  in  her  wonted  abode, 
heaven  opens  to  her  ecstatic  vision,  and  she  learns  that  death 
has  no  sting,  the  grave  no  victory,  that  death  is  but  a shadow 
to  the  faithful — and  now,  at  last,  freed  from  earth,  disenthrall- 
ed from  sin,  in  communion  with  Jesus,  she  has  begun  her 
immortal  youth  of  unsullied  joy.  What  a biography  for  one, 
who,  but  for  the  knowledge  of  the  priceless  truth  here  com- 
municated, was  destined  to  unending  woe ! This  is  but  the 
history  of  one . If  you  would  gather  the  benefits  of  this 
church  organization,  you  must  multiply  that  by  the  thousands 
who  are  here  to  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Jesus. 

My  friends — love  the  church,  and  remember  that  our  Saviour 
“ so  loved  the  church  that  he  gave  himself  for  it”  and  for  none 
but  the  church ; and  remember  that  He  looks  with  complacency 
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upon  the  brethren  who  sympathize  with  Him  in  this  affection  ; 
remember  that  here  (rod’s  honor  dwelleth,  and  it  is  here  that 
we  may  find  pardon.  u Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem,  they 
shall  prosper  who  love  thee.” 


ADDRESS 


BY 

RE?.  WM.  H.  CAMPBELL,  D.D.,  PRESIDENT  OF  RUTGER’S  COLLEGE. 


My  Friends  : — After  the  deep  impression  made  upon  your 
minds  by  the  historical  discourse  and  address,  I shall  not 
detain  you  long  with  any  protracted  remarks  of  mine.  Five 
minutes  will  suffice  for  all  I have  to  say.  God  has  mercifully 
blessed  you,  my  friends,  and  you  should  trust  in  Him. 

It  was  a dark  morning  of  your  history,  a dark  Sabbath 
morning,  when  in  Oraton  Hall  I read  to  you  from  the  proph- 
ecy of  Haggai,  and  besought  you  to  follow  the  example 
there  given,  and  assured  you  that  you  would  surely  re- 
ceive the  final  promise  which  God  there  made  to  his  prophet. 
You  did  follow  the  advice  of  the  prophet,  and  now  you  have 
met  together  to  thank  God  for  your  success.  He  has  ful- 
filled the  words  which  he  spake  by  the  prophet  Haggai  to 
the  Jews  of  old,  and  through  them  to  His  people  in  every 
age  of  the  world.  Isay  therefore,  be  thankful , be 'prayerful,  be 
faithful,  be  humble ; for,  be  assured,  if  God  has  prospered  you, 
it  is  because  He  has  some  harder  work  for  you  to  do ; if  He 
has  brought  you  through  trials,  and  difficulties,  and  sorrows 
and  saved  you  notwithstanding  them  all,  what  an  excellent 
God  He  is ! How  faithful  to  his  promise  He  is ! How  unbeliev- 
ing  we  are  whenever  we  doubt  Him ! And  remember  too,  that 
this  history  which  we  have  j ust  heard,  is  not  that  of  anindivid, 
ual  church.  No,  it  is  the  history  of  hundreds  of  thousands  o 
churches  in  the  world.  The  monopoly  is  not  here  to-night 
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Every  church  throughout  our  land  has  a history  and  every 
church  has  a voice  to  say: — “ Bless  the  Lord,  oh  my  soul,  and 
all  that  is  within  me,  bless  his  holy  name.”  The  churches  ought 
often  to  meet  together  and  tell  their  history  and  remember  all 
the  glorious  things  that  God  has  done  for  them.  In  that  one 
song  of  praise,  the  one  hundred  and  third  Psalm,  we  are  ex- 
pressly told  to  “remember  all  His  benefits.” 

And  now  let  us  remember,  my  friends,  for  what  the 
church  is  instituted.  The  blessed  Master  tells  us  when  He 
says: — u Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world”  and  then  adds — 
‘‘Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men  that  they  may  see 
your  good  works  and  glorify  your  Father,  who  is  in  Heaven:.” 
Let  all  of  }rou  remember  God’s  glory.  Let  the  light  of 
true  doctrine,  let  the  light  of  the  humble,  devoted  Christian 
example  shine  forth  and  be  everywhere  seen.  Then  God  shall 
spare  you  through  the  next  decade  of  years,  and  when  you 
again  meet  for  a similar  purpose,  you  will  be  able  to  tell  that 
God  loves  you  and  has  abundantly  blessed  you  during  the  ten 
years  then  past.  And  if  any  of  you  should  be  then  dead,  this 
church  will  be  rejoicing  over  you  in  heaven,  for  as  my  friend 
Mr.  Bradley  says — the  church  can  never  die — she  is  immortal. 

Again  I say,  be  thankful , be  prayerful,  be  faithful , and  be  hum- 
• ble . 


APPENDIX. 


The  following  letters,  from  the  former  living  pastors  of 
the  church  and  the  pastor  of  the  neighboring  (2d  Presby- 
terian) church,  were  read : 

9 Mott  Haven,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  25,  1866. 

Rev.  Charles  E.  Hart, 

Dear  Bro.  : — In  the  midst  of  the  festivities  of  Christmas  I have  just 
received  an  invitation  from  you,  in  behalf  of  the  North  Dutch  Church, 
to  attend  their  approaching  decennial  celebration. 

Nothing,  I need  hardly  assure  you  and  the  church,  could  afford  me 
greater  pleasure,  but,  unfortunately  for  myself,  I have  arranged  for  an 
exchange  of  pulpits  next  Sabbath  evening,  which  will  prevent  my  ac- 
ceptance. 

Allow  me,  however,  through  you,  to  present  to  the  church  my  hearty 
congratulation  for  their  success  in  the  past,  their  prosperity  and  har- 
mony, and  their  hopeful  prospects. 

Please  tell  them  for  me,  that  I still  regard  the  North  Dutch  Church 
as  the  church  of  my  first  love ; and,  whether  they  received  much  profit 
from  my  brief  pastorate  or  not,  that  I regard  myself  as  having  learned 
more  in  that  than  in  any  equal  period  of  my  life.  The  probability  is,  in 
that  respect,  I am  more  indebted  to  them  than  they  to  me. 

Among  them  are  a goodly  number  who  gratefully  assured  me  that  I 
was  the  humble  instrument  whom  God  chose  to  lead  them  to  that 
Prince  of  peace  whose  birth  we  are  now  celebrating.  In  them  shall  I 
always  feel  special  interest,  and  shall  look  forward  to  an  eternal  reunion 
with  them  as  one  of  the  brightest  joys  of  heaven. 

May  God  richly  bless  them,  and  the  whole  church,  and  you,  whom 
He  has  chosen  as  their  shepherd.  Please  excuse  the  haste  and  brevity  of 
this  note,  and  accept  for  yourself,  and  present  in  my  name  to  the  church, 
a merry  Christmas  and  a happy  New  Year. 

Fraternally  yours, 

HASBROUCK  DuBOIS. 
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Chicago,  Dec.  26,  1866. 

Rev.  Charles  E.  Hart, 

Dear  Brother  : — Your  favor  of  the  17th  ult.,  conveying  an  invitation 
to*be  present  at  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  North 
Church  of  Newark,  has  been  received. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  I would  gladly  accept  such  an  invitation, 
not  the  least  of  which  is  my  first  impulse  to  do  so,  prompted  by  the  af- 
fectionate remembrance  in  which  I hold  that  church.  I am,  however, 
just  resuming  my  usual  labors  after  a suspension  of  two  months,  caused 
by  a fit  of  sickness ; and  now  that  I am  able  to  work  again,  it  seems  im- 
portant that  I should  stay  at  my  post. 

I trust  that  the  contemplated  service  will  be  an  occasion  of  great 
pleasure  and  profit ; and  that  the  many  reasons  for  thankfulness  which  a 
review  of  the  past  will  furnish,  will  be  so  many  incentives  to  courage 
and  Christian  enterprise  for  the  future.  While  I rejoice  with  you  all  in 
what  has  been  thus  far  accomplished,  I also  unite  my  prayers  with  yours 
for  a large  prosperity  in  the  time  to  come.  Though  absent  in  body,  I 
shall  be  an  interested  participant  in  the  thanksgivings  and  the  hopes  of 
your  jubilee.  Y ery  truly  yours, 

JAS.  DEMAREST,  Jr. 


Newark,  N.  J.,  Dec.  28,  1866. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hart, 

Dear  Brother: — Your  note  has  been  received,  inviting  me  to  partici- 
pate in  the  commemorative  services  at  your  church  on  next  Sunday 
evening. 

I thank  you  and  your  consistory  for  this  invitation,  and  for  the  kind 
fraternal  feeling  which  it  manifests.  It  would  give  me  much  pleasure  to 
accept  it,  and  to  be  present  on  so  interesting  an  occasion ; but  the  duty 
of  sustaining  the  regular  service  in  my  own  church  at  the  same  hour, 
forbids  my  enjoying  that  pleasure. 

I am  happy  to  know  that  the  relations  between  our  congregations  have 
thus  far  been  most  friendly  and  pleasant.  May  they  ever  continue  so. 

Be  assured,  and  be  kind  enough  to  assure  those  whom  you  represent, 
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of  my  most  cordial  wishes  for  the  largest  prosperity  of  your  church. 
May  it  increase  in  numbers  and  in  strength,  in  activity  of  usefulness,  in 
extent  of  influence,  and  be  ever  healthful  and  vigorous  in  the  spiritual 
life  which  comes  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

Hoping  that  all  the  services  of  the  appointed  evening  may  be  fully 
successful,  and  that  the  occasion  may  be  one  of  much  enjoyment  and  en- 
couragement, I remain 

Very  truly, 

Your  friend  and  brother, 

J.  FEW  SMITH. 
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